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desert, and they suffered terribly. Only the faith and
determination of Moses enabled them to keep on. Presently
they reached the hilliest part of the peninsula, the mount of
Sinai. Here they remained for a time, living in their
tents and on their herds and the things they had brought
with them from Egypt, while Moses went up high into
the mountain, to hear the commands of Jehovah. This,
says the Bible story, is where he received the famous Ten
Commandments of the Jewish Law, which appeared upon
two great slabs of stone miraculously inscribed by the hand
of God himself.

Even now, the wanderings and troubles of the Jews were
by no means ended. They were often foolish and un-
grateful, and disobedient to Moses; miracle after miracle
had to be performed to get them out of the difficulties
which their folly brought them into. They are said
to have taken about fifty years to perform their journey
from Egypt to Palestine. That is a long wandering even
for a nomadic people. But in the course of it Moses made
them accustomed to discipline, to some extent at least.
It is said to have been during this time that he drew up
the laws of the Jews which, much later, were written down
and now form several of the books that make up the Old
Testament of the Bible. Like the Vedic laws, those of
the Jews are full of detailed instructions about ceremonials
and the proper conduct to be observed on different occasions
by different classes of people.

Moses himself never reached the Promised Land. He
died, at the age of one hundred and twenty, so the Bible
says, on a hill from which he could just see the borders of
the land to which he had led his people. The Jews had gone
to Egypt as simple nomads. They returned to Palestine,
perhaps somewhere about 1500 B.C., with at least a little
knowledge of the most necessary arts and discipline of a
settled nation.